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already discussed similar accusations against
Republicans, it has occurred to the writer that
the most convincing answer to such accusations
was to give characteristic extracts of the text-
books used in the schools, which bear upon
this question. In 1901 twenty text-books were
ordered from Paris with the strict specification
that they should not only be representative, but
in actual use in the schools. Of these, sixteen
teach the existence of God and the immortality
of the soul. The remaining four, free from
anything irreligious, may be considered as an
honest attempt to teach an empirical morality
without any religious support. The character
of the greater number of those books is the
best refutation of the charges. When some time
ago the writer read some of these extracts at
Carnegie Hall in New York, several journalists
stated that the citizens of the Empire State
would not tolerate so much religious teaching in
the public schools. Professor Barrett Wendell,
after visiting the lyc&e of Lille, where he saw
clergymen teaching religion, said: "Even under
this extremely anti-clerical government, it proved,
there was a degree of dogmatic teaching at the ex-
pense of the State, which would not be tolerated
by the public opinion of any city in America/' *

1 The France of To-day, p. 39.